
 

 

 Kirkwood Community Playground 

The Kirkwood Community Playground is an important destination for families with young children when 

they visit Kirkwood during the non-snow months.  The equipment was installed in 1995 and almost 25 

years later, it has reached its end of life and needs to be replaced.  During this past summer, a certified 

inspection of the playground was completed.  Multiple deficiencies were identified, some of which were 

remedied by District staff.   It was found that there are numerous safety issues with the play structure, 

but not with the swings, diggers and climbing wall.  Due to the nature of some of the safety issues, they 

are unrepairable, and the play structure will need to be replaced after almost 25 years of use. 

Play structures cannot support the weight of Kirkwood’s winter snow so District staff sets up the 

equipment each year as soon as the snow melts, then dismantles the playground in the fall and stores 

the equipment during the winter months.  A portion of your property taxes covers the costs of 

maintaining the playground which runs between $22,000 - $28,000 annually.  The District currently does 

not have funds to replace the play structure and remaining property taxes are not available to cover the 

costs of a replacement play structure as they are allocated to other government and utility services. 

The District is exploring funding options for the play structure purchase, including several grant 

opportunities, as they become available, and fundraising activities across Kirkwood and in the 

surrounding area. Several community volunteers have offered to help with the fundraising efforts and if 

you would like to help as well please email Cheryl Stern at cheryl.stern49@gmail.com.  Another issue 

lies within the parcel that the playground occupies.  The playground property is owned by Vail Resorts 

and negotiations are currently underway to renew the lease the District holds.   At this point, the next 

step is to hear from the community about the importance of the playground to their families, guests and 

neighbors, their willingness to support and participate in the funding of this community-wide amenity, 

and the demographics of those who utilize the playground on a regular basis.  Please look for and 

respond to a short survey on this topic.  Your response to this survey is appreciated and will play an 

important role in shaping the future of the Kirkwood Community Playground. 
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