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Kirkwood Meadows Public Utility District 

Planning Committee 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Committee of the Kirkwood 

Meadows Public Utility District has called a Regular Meeting of the Committee to be 

held on Wednesday, September 21, 2022 at 3:00 PM video/teleconference on Zoom 

at:    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83319776349 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING COVID-19 AND TELECONFERENCED MEETINGS: 

Based on mandates by the Governor and the Alpine County Health Officer and the guidance 
from the CDC, to minimize the spread of coronavirus, please note the following changes to the 
District’s ordinary meeting procedures: 

• The meeting will be conducted via video and teleconference. 

• All members of the public seeking to observe and/or to address the Committee may 
participate in the meeting telephonically or online, as described below. 

 
 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE / OBSERVE THE MEETING: 
 

Telephone: Call Zoom at (669) 900-6833 and enter Meeting ID# 833 1977 6349 followed by the 
pound (#) key. 
 
Computer: Follow this link to join the meeting automatically:  
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83319776349 
 
 
Mobile: Open the Zoom mobile app on a smartphone and enter Meeting ID# 833 1977 6349 
 

ACCESSIBILITY INFORMATION: 
 

Committee meetings are accessible to people with disabilities and others who need assistance.  
Individuals who need special assistance or a disability-related modification or accommodation 
(including auxiliary aids or services) to observe and/or participate in this meeting and access 
meeting-related materials should contact the District, at least 48-hours before the meeting at 
(209) 258-4444. Advanced notification will enable the District to swiftly resolve such requests 
and ensure accessibility. 

 
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83319776349
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83319776349
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The Agenda for this Regular Meeting is: 

1) AMU Allowed to Decrease. Update. 

2) Standard AMU Discounts. Update. 

3) Energy Efficiency Rebate Program. Update. 

4) Fuel Switching to Electric Rebate Program.  Update. 

5) Low-income Customer Support Program.  Discussion & possible action. 

a) Needs Assessment 
 

6) Next Meeting/Staff Recommendation:  Wednesday, November 16, 2022 - 3:00pm. 

 
 

The Kirkwood Meadows Public Utility District is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you are a disabled person and you need a disability-related 
modification or accommodation to participate in this meeting, please contact the District at (209) 258-4444, by email to 
jgillies@kmpud.com.  Requests must be made as early as possible, and at least two business days before the meeting. 

mailto:jgillies@kmpud.com
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Low Income Customer Support Program 

Background: 

There are three relevant provisions in the Public Utilities Code that provide direction to publicly 

owned utilities (POUs) regarding the obligations for considering a low-income program. These 

provisions of the Public Utilities Code identify (i) the categories of programs that qualify, (ii) the 

obligation to perform a needs assessment, and (iii) the minimum standards that must be ensured 

for low-income customers in the POU’s service territory. These three provisions are described 

below. 

Section 385(a) – The Obligation to Collect a Public Benefits Charge and Allowable 

Expenditures. 

Assembly Bill (AB) 1890 (stats. 1996) created the requirement for POUs to establish a non-

bypassable usage-based charge, generally referred to as a public benefits charge (PBC). The 

public benefits funds that are collected through the PBC must be used to fund investments in any 

or all of four specified categories. Section 385(a)(4) clarifies that one of the allowable categories 

for these expenditures is “[s]ervices provided for low-income electricity customers, including, 

but not limited to, energy efficiency services, education, weatherization, and rate discounts.” 

Section 385(a) only clarifies that these types of low-income programs are a permissible use of 

funds collected through the PBC and does not specify any mandatory expenditures to these 

programs. 

Section 385(b) – Requirements to Consider the Need for Low Income Programs. 

Senate Bill (SB) 1393 (stats. 2000) requires all POUs that have not yet adopted a low-income 

program or performed a needs assessment to perform a needs assessment that meet certain 

content and procedural requirements. Specifically, SB 1393 added Section 385(b) and (c) to the 

Public Utilities Code, which provide: 

“(b) Each local publicly owned electric utility that has not implemented programs for low-

income electricity customers including targeted energy efficiency services and rate discounts 

based upon the income level of the customer, or completed an assessment of need for those 

programs, on or before December 31, 2000, shall perform a needs assessment for the programs 

described in paragraph (4) of subdivision (a) and shall hold one or more public meetings, after 

notice, to review the findings of the needs assessment.” (emphasis added).  

While SB 1393 requires that this needs assessment be performed, it does not require that any 

low-income program be established, only that the POUs consider if this program is needed and if 

one should be established 

Section 386 – Minimum Requirements for Low Income Customers 

SB 2 (2X) (stats. 2001-2002) added Section 386 to the Public Utilities Code, which provides: 
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“(a) Each local publicly owned electric utility shall ensure the following: 

(1) Low-income families within the utility's service territory have access to affordable electricity. 

(2) The current level of assistance reflects the level of need. 

(3) Low-income families are afforded no-cost and low-cost energy efficiency measures that 

reduce energy consumption. 

(b) The local publicly owned electric utility shall consider increasing the level of the discount or 

raising the eligibility level for any existing rate assistance program to be reflective of customer 

need. 

(c) A publicly owned electric utility shall streamline enrollment for low-income programs by 

collaborating with existing providers for the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program 

(LIHEAP) and other electric or gas providers within the same service territory. 

(d) A local publicly owned electric utility shall establish participation goals for its rate assistance 

program participation.” 

Section 386 does not mandate that a low-income program be implemented or that any specific 

expenditure level be met. Instead, Section 386 leaves the discretion with the POU to determine if 

its existing rates and programs meet these standards. A POU that is performing a needs 

assessment pursuant to Section 385(b) should ensure that the conclusions of that needs 

assessment also consider the requirements of Section 386. 

Recommendations: 

In order to comply with the statutory requirements described above, and per District Counsel, the 

District must perform a needs assessment that meets the requirements of Section 385(b) and 

considers the standards for low-income customers specified in Section 386(a). 

Prepared By: 

Erik Christeson 


