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Kirkwood Summer Festival 

Make plans to join the Kirkwood community on the afternoon of Satur-
day June 30, 2018, from 3 – 6 pm for the Kirkwood Summer Festival, a 
community event to meet and socialize with your neighbors, as well as 
an opportunity fundraise for the Kirkwood Volunteer Fire Department. 
Fundraising Goal: 
 Purchase six additional self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) 

devices. The SCBA is worn by firefighters to provide breathable air in 
a dangerous atmosphere. 

 The goal is to raise $30,000 or more to combine with the 2017 funds 
raised to purchase six additional SCBA’s to keep our firefighters safe.   

 Additional funds may be used to pay for a seasonal part-time fire 
fighter (at a cost of $18,000) to help during the busy winter months. 

How You Can Help: 
 Purchase tickets to attend the event on www.kmpud.com   
 Click on the Donation  link on the home page of kmpud.com to make 

a monetary donation. 
 We welcome donations for the Silent Auction,  as long as the donated item is a certificate for an activity you and your family 

would enjoy, or a gift basket with unique finds, or other items that you would want  to own.  Please contact                 
Cheryl.Stern49@gmail.com or contact the District office at (209) 258-4444 and ask for Jessica. 

The event will include tasty food, live music with Ten Dollar Pony and a silent auction filled with unique one-of-a-kind items.  
Your support is important and directly contributes towards achieving our goal and keeping the volunteer firefighters and the 
community safe.  We look forward to seeing you all this summer.  Thank you for your support! 

Medal of Merit 

Kirkwood Volunteer Fire Department’s (KVFD) Chief Shawn Trevett and Captain Tyler Trevett were awarded the Medal of Merit 
by the Lake Valley Fire Protection District in South Lake Tahoe.  The Medal of Merit is awarded to those who have distinguished 
themselves by exceptionally meritorious conduct in performing outstanding service.  KVFD’s service area includes the Kirkwood 
Valley and extends from the Carson Pass to the east to Tragedy Springs Road to the West along Highway 88 in both Alpine and 
Amador counties.  The remoteness of the area, along with a high influx of visitors and treacherous mountain weather pose, 
many challenges for our firefighters and first responders.  Additional first responders are typically a half hour to an hour away 
depending on road conditions.  It takes a dedicated group of professionals to respond and provide service in this unique area.  
Chief Trevett moved to Kirkwood in 2005 and began working for the District where he is now an operator at the Wastewater 

Treatment Plant and a water distribution operator.  He began volunteering for 
KVFD in 2006, and is a graduate of the 2008 Tahoe Basin Fire Academy.  Tyler 
Trevett began volunteering for KVFD in 2008, has rose through the ranks and is 
now Captain.  He is currently attending nursing school at Lake Tahoe Communi-
ty College and has worked as a part-time seasonal fire fighter for the Fire De-
partment during the busy winter months.  Shawn and Tyler, along with other 
KVFD volunteers have responded to numerous vehicle accidents on highway 
88, including the 20-car pileup in the “Ice Box” just east of Kirkwood in 2016.  
Other significant calls include vehicles in the water in Caples Lake, avalanches, 
house explosions, the powerhouse fire on New Year’s Day 2010, and numerous 
other difficult calls.  During every call Shawn and Tyler are on, they display pro-
fessionalism, dedication, and compassion.  It is for those reasons that they 
have been awarded the Medal of Merit.  Please join us in congratulating Shawn 
and Tyler on their achievements and consider a donation to KVFD as we kick off 
our fundraising season. Chief Shawn Trevett Left, Captain Tyler Trevett Center 
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Atmospheric River Causes Flooding 

A strong atmospheric river delivered 5-8 
inches of rain to Northern California April 
5th through the 7th, leading to major mead-
ow flooding in the Kirkwood area which un-
fortunately resulted in a wastewater spill 
that occurred on Saturday, April 7th from 
approximately 9:00am to 1:00pm.  Staff 
undertook measures to contain the spill, 
but the sheer volume of water over-
whelmed the system.  All appropriate state 
and local authorities were notified immedi-
ately of the spill, including the California 
Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES).  
Currently, maximum treatment capacity for 
the Wastewater Treatment Plant is around 
250,000 gallons per day.  At the peak of this 
rain event, flows to the plant were around 
450,000 gallons per day with maximum 
flows reaching 600 gallons per minute.  The 
Wastewater Treatment System and pump-
ing facilities simply could not keep up with 
this amount of water.  District staff antici-
pated flooding with this atmospheric river 

event after flooding occurred in 2017 and had severe impacts on District facilities and prompted the closure of Kirkwood Moun-
tain Resort.  The East Lift Wastewater Pump Station, which suffered flooding in 2017, was successfully protected with sand bags 
and sump pumps.  All of the District’s emergency storage facilities were prepared to receive water and Flow Equalization Basins 
were lowered to minimum levels.  However, due to the volume of water entering the collection system, pumping systems at 
the Main Lift Pump Station were unable to manage the capacity of incoming water and a spill occurred at an adjacent manhole, 
flowing into the west side of the meadow.  Staff determined an estimated 50,000 gallons of untreated wastewater spilled.  
Mitigation efforts included barricading the impacted area from public exposure, removal of contaminated snow to wastewater 
treatment facilities, application of lime for contaminant neutralization, and clean-up of physical material from the spill site.  
The District has also engaged in aggressive efforts to reduce inflow and infiltration in recent years, in the attempt to avoid such 
situations.  Continued repair of the aging wastewater collection system is a top priority for District staff this summer. If you 
have questions or concerns about this spill, please call the District office at (209) 258-4444.   

Emergency Notifications 

Have you registered your account on kmpud.com?  When you register your account, you can sign up to receive emergency no-
tifications, which helps keep you in the loop on what is happening in Kirkwood even when you’re away from your property. If 
your account is already registered, we encourage you to sign up by going to your profile. Under Service Alerts choose the meth-
od  in which  you would like to receive  notifications. Among the emergency notifications the District has sent over the last year 
are propane emergencies, water restrictions due to potential contamination caused by flooding and avalanche danger alerts.  
The District encourages you to stay informed and take full advantage of your online account access.  Along with Emergency No-
tifications you can sign up for Community Notices and have full access to your utility usage information.  Registering your ac-
count is easy!  Go to www.kmpud.com and click on Register in the upper right corner.  You will need to know your account 
number and your service address. If you have questions, or need help getting registered, please call (209) 258-4444. 

Storm water over manhole in the meadow  April 7, 2018 
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