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Kirkwood Summer Events 
 

Kirkwood Summer Festival, a Benefit for the Kirk-
wood Volunteer Fire Department  

Join the Kirkwood community for the Kirkwood 
Summer Festival on the Village Plaza, Saturday, 
June 30th from 3:00 to 6:00pm.   Celebrate sum-
mer, community and help fundraise for the Kirk-
wood Volunteer Fire Department!  The event in-
cludes delicious food, wine and beer tasting, live 
music with Ten Dollar Pony, activities for kids and a 
Silent Auction filled with unique one-of-a-kind 
items including paintings, photographs, a number 
of gift baskets and other unique must have items.  
Participate in ‘Grab A Bottle’, donate $25, select a 
numbered cork and take home a bottle of wine 
valued at $25 - $100.  Tasty food choices:  Choose 
from shrimp, tri-tip and chicken barbequed with a 
secret sauce.  In addition, side dishes include a se-
lection of salads, roasted vegetables and corn on 
the cob.  Enjoy wine and beer tasting provided by 
6 wineries and 5 breweries.  Tickets are available 
online at www.kmpud.com.  The price for adults is $40 through June 28 at 4pm and $50 on June 29 and 30; Young Adults (10-20 
years) $20; Children under 10 years $10.  Funds raised will again go towards the purchase of self-contained breathing apparatus 
(SCBA) devices.  The goal is to raise $30,000 (or more) to combine with the $30,000 raised in 2017 to purchase twelve of these 
devices. Your support is appreciated and directly contributes to achieving our goal and keeping our firefighters safe as they pro-
tect our community and nearby areas. 
38th Annual Kirkwood 5K/10K Run & Kids Fun Run 
The 38th Annual 5K/10K and Kid’s Fun Run is planned for the morning of Saturday, September 1, beginning at 9 am in front of 
The Lodge.  This fun event has been taking place in Kirkwood each Labor Day weekend for 37 years.   Presented by the Kirkwood 
Volunteer Fire Department, the 10K trail run follows a single track and a dirt road 3 miles up the mountain to an elevation of 
8,500 feet.  The 5K loops the gorgeous Thunder Saddle meadow.  Gather your family and friends and register online by visiting 
https://ultrasignup.com/register.aspx?eid=9134.  Race day registration takes place from 8:00 – 8:45am in front of The Lodge. 
The Kids’ Fun Run kicks off at 9:00 am with the 5K and 10K to follow. Net proceeds from this event benefit the Kirkwood Volun-
teer Fire Department. 
18th Annual ‘Thin Air’ Chili Cook Off 
The ‘Thin Air’ Chili Cook Off is planned for Saturday, September 1, from noon until 4:00pm.  The event, sponsored by the Kirk-
wood Community Association, features the region’s top chili makers, beer and wine tasting, live music and a Kid’s Zone with face 
painting, a bounce house, games and arts and crafts.   Chili, beer/wine tasting kits include a commemorative glass and cost $35 
for adults over 21 years of age.  Chili tasting kits without beer and wine tasting are $20. If you would like to enter your favorite 
chili, please visit www.thekca.org for more information.  Purchase tickets on the Village Plaza on the day of the event or online 
at www.thekca.org after July 3.   Cash prizes will be awarded for Best Chili, Crowd Favorite and Best Booth.  The net proceeds 
will benefit both the Kirkwood Volunteer Fire Department and the Kirkwood Rescue Avalanche Dog Foundation. 
Tour of the California Alps - Death Ride 
The 2018 Tour of the California Alps - Death Ride will be taking place on Saturday, July 14.  This popular endurance cycling event 
covers 129 miles, five mountain passes and 15,000+ vertical feet of climbing.  The Kirkwood Volunteer Fire Department (KVFD) 
sponsors the last rest stop at the top of the Carson Pass.  If you are interested in volunteering at the Carson Pass Rest Stop 
please contact KVFD Chief, Shawn Trevett at strevett@kmpud.com or if you would like to register to participate in the event go 
to www.deathride.com  
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District Summer Projects 

Annually in the Spring, the District assesses needed repairs and 
upgrades to utility infrastructure and starts planning summer 
projects to ensure reliability of service and efficiency of our 
operations.  Following are a few of our notable projects. 
Wastewater: Continuing identification and repair of collection 
system issues that lead to infiltration of storm water and snow 
melt into the wastewater collection system.  This project was 
started last summer and will go on throughout this summer in 
hopes of substantially reducing infiltration into the wastewater 
collection system.   
Water: Each customer’s water meter will be inspected, and 
any needed improvements will be identified.   
Electric: Two Out-Valley and one In-Valley electric cabinets 
damaged by heavy snow loads will be replaced.  The access 
road along the Out Valley line will be inspected for erosion and 
a work plan will be developed to mitigate any erosion issues.  
Trees along the Out Valley line will be inspected  for  damage 
and rot and removed if needed.  
Propane: The five-year Propane System Leak Survey will take place.  This is an inspection of the entire propane distribution sys-
tem looking for damage and leaks that may have occurred.  
Valve Exercising: Main Propane and Water valves in the streets will be inspected and exercised to ensure the valves are in good 
working order. 
Snow Removal: Snow stakes have been removed for the summer and will be re-installed in the fall.  Snow removal equipment 
will be assessed for damage and any needed repairs will be completed. 
Playground: The playground was reconstructed just before Memorial Day weekend.  Due to the large amount of snow Kirkwood 
receives every winter, District staff will deconstruct the playground equipment in the fall and store it for the winter. 

Chipping Program – Defensible Space 

California state law requires 100 feet of defensible space around your 
home to help protect from wildfire.   This defensible space dramatically 
increases the chance of your house surviving a wildfire and provides for 
firefighter safety when protecting homes during a wildland fire.  With 
funds raised at the 2014 annual fundraiser the District purchased a 
wood chipper and offers free roadside chipping through the Defensible 
Space Chipping Program from June to September.  Here’s what you 
need to know: 
• Stack cut brush and limbs up to 5 inches in diameter within 5 feet 

of the road edge, with cut ends facing toward the road, no higher 
than 4 feet.  Pile in windrows like firewood, not heaped like a bea-
ver dam.  Keep materials free of mud, rocks, wire or other items.  
Do not stack in the road, next to fire hydrants, culverts or in any 
way that will impede traffic on the road. 

• No building debris, natural material only.  Materials that cannot be 
chipped for any reason, including incorrectly stacked materials, will 
not be removed. 

• All chipped material will be returned to the homeowner’s property. 

News Around the Valley 

 *Large item trash bin and E-waste recycling 
bin will be at the KMPUD Transfer Station on Loop 
Road starting Thursday, June, 28 through 
Wednesday, July 4.  Bring over your old applianc-
es, construction debris or large items that you 
need to dispose of.  No hazardous materials 
please.  If you have questions call the District 
office at (209) 258-4444. 

 *The Kirkwood Community Association (KCA) 
will be completing significant asphalt repairs to 
Kirkwood Meadows Drive this summer .  Work is 
anticipated to begin in June or July. 

 *New this year, the KCA is putting on a Pa-
rade!  The Parade starts in front on The Lodge at 
11am on Sunday, July 1.  Bring the family out and 
help start a Kirkwood tradition! 

  


