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 Kirkwood Community Playground 

The Kirkwood Community Playground is an important destination for families 
with young children when they visit Kirkwood during the non-snow months.  
The equipment was installed in 1995 and almost 25 years later, it has reached 
its end of life and needs to be replaced.  During this past summer, a certified 
inspection of the playground was completed.  Multiple deficiencies were iden-
tified, and the issues with the swings, diggers, and climbing wall were reme-
died by District staff.  However, numerous safety issues were discovered with 
the play structure that could not be repaired and the play structure will need 
to be replaced after almost 25 years of use. 
Play structures cannot support the weight of Kirkwood’s winter snow, so Dis-
trict staff sets up the equipment each year as soon as the snow melts, then 

dismantles the playground in the fall and 
stores the equipment during the winter months.  A portion of your property taxes covers 
the costs of maintaining the playground which costs between $22,000 - $28,000 annually.  
The District does not have funds to replace the play structure and remaining property taxes 
are not available to cover the costs of a replacement play structure as they are allocated to 
other government and utility services. 
The District is exploring funding options for the play structure purchase, including several 
grant opportunities, as they become available, and fundraising activities across Kirkwood 
and in the surrounding area. Several community volunteers have offered to help with the 
fundraising efforts and if you would like to help as well please call the District at 209-258-
4444 or email Jessica Gillies at jgillies@kmpud.com. Another issue lies within the parcel that 
the playground occupies.  The playground property is owned by Vail Resorts and negotia-
tions are currently underway to renew the lease the District holds.   At this point, the next 
step is to hear from the community about the importance of the playground to their fami-
lies, guests and neighbors, their willingness to support and participate in the funding of this 
community-wide amenity, and the demographics of those who utilize the playground on a 
regular basis.  Please look for, and respond to, a short survey on this topic soon.  Your re-
sponse to this survey is appreciated and will play an important role in shaping the future of 
the Kirkwood Community Playground. 

2018/2019 Annual Report 

The District’s 2018/2019 Annual Report is now available 
www.kmpud.com. To view the 2018/2019 Annual Report, follow 
this link: https://www.kmpud.com/wp-content/uploads/Annual-
Report-2018-2019-FINAL-111919-2.pdf.  The Report gives a synop-
sis of the year just passed and important issues the District will be 
focusing on moving forward.  If you would like a paper copy of the 
2018/2019 Annual Report, stop by the District office located on 
Loop Road.  As always, please let us know if you have any ques-
tions. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM KIRKWOOD MEADOWS PUD 

Parking Reminder 

Be mindful of fire lanes during the snowy winter months 
and do not park within 15 feet of fire hydrants.  Signage 
can fall off or become covered by snow so be sure when 
you are parking that you have checked for fire hydrants 
and given proper clearance. California Vehicle Code states 
you cannot park a vehicle within 15 feet of a fire hydrant. 
Kirkwood Volunteer Fire Department personnel will cite 
and possibly tow vehicles in violation of this code. Remind 
your friends and neighbors too! 
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Propane Safety  

Kirkwood Meadows Public Utility District (District) recommends the fol-
lowing safety tips to help ensure the safe and reliable use of propane-
fired home heating equipment and appliances:  

• Make sure you have working smoke and carbon monoxide (CO) de-
tectors and that the batteries powering them are fresh. Carbon mon-
oxide (CO) poisoning can result from a malfunctioning heating unit or 
another propane-burning appliance, as well as from a blocked chim-
ney. Symptoms of CO poisoning include headache, fatigue, shortness 
of breath, nausea and dizziness. Individuals who believe they may be 
experiencing symptoms of CO poisoning should immediately seek 
fresh air and prompt medical attention.  

• Know the location of your propane meter and regulator, and the ex-
terior location of the vents for each furnace and propane appliance.  
Snowbanks can build up and block intake or exhaust vents for pro-
pane appliances, even if the vents are located on the second floor or 
at roof level.  If a vent is blocked, carbon monoxide from the exhaust 
may build up in your home, eventually causing dangerous or poten-
tially even deadly carbon monoxide poisoning.  Blocked vents can also 
cause other issues such as appliance malfunction.   

• Make sure there is never deep snow around your propane meter. You should keep the area clear at all times, providing a 
path for District personnel who may require access. Please work carefully around your propane meter. Keep snow blowers 
and plows away from the meter and do not pile snow on the meter and associated piping. 

• Remember that an electric power outage will affect blowers and newer heaters with electronic ignitions. If your gas heater 
does not relight after a power outage, turn the unit off for a moment, then back on. If it still does not light, call a heating 
professional for service.  

• Be aware that the District’s propane supply contains an odorant, which smells like rotten eggs, to help you detect a gas leak. 
The odorant is added in small concentrations and is harmless. If you smell propane, leave the building immediately. Do not 
use the phone, light a match, or switch anything on or off. Leave the door open, and once clear of the area call the District 
from your cell phone or neighbor’s home.  During business hours (Mon – Fri 8am -4:30pm) call the District main office at 
(209) 258-4444.  After business hours call the District’s Electric/Propane Emergency response number is 775-901-1565. A 
service technician will be dispatched to investigate the odor immediately. Your safety is always our top priority. 

District Newsletter 

In order to help reduce costs in production and delivery and to save paper, the monthly District newsletter is now delivered 
online only.  If your account is registered on www.kmpud.com and you have selected to receive the newsletter you will contin-
ue to receive the newsletter via email.  All current and past newsletters are also posted on www.kmpud.com each month under 
the Latest News section on the homepage.  If you have not registered your account online, you will need to do so to receive the 
monthly newsletter.  Your monthly billing statement will continue to be delivered as indicated on your account or will be sent 
via regular mail if you have made no indication.  If you have not registered your account online, the District encourages you to 
do so and take full advantage of the benefits of having your account registered.  You’ll be able to select to receive the monthly 
newsletter, select the method of receipt of your monthly billing statements, and among many other useful features, you can 
view your utility usage in real-time.  Paper copies of the newsletter will be available at the District office. If you have questions 
about the newsletter changes or how to register your account please call the office at 209-258-4444. 
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