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2018 Kirkwood Summer Festival  
 

Thank you to the Kirkwood community for coming out on 
June 30th and supporting the Kirkwood Volunteer Fire De-
partment!  The 2018 Kirkwood Summer Festival was a huge 
success with close to 500 people attending.  The Silent Auc-
tion combined with strong attendance and some very gen-
erous cash donations helped KVFD get closer to this year’s 
goal to provide our firefighters with much needed SCBAs 
(Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus).  Many thanks to 
Cheryl Stern and the Kirkwood Summer Festival Committee 
for their tireless efforts in the months and days leading up 
to the event, with a special thank you also to Vail Resorts 
for their Epic Promise donation and staff and volunteer con-
tributions to the effort.  If you have ideas or observations 
that may help improve the event for next year, please send 
to jaustin@kmpud.com and consider joining the Summer 
Festival Committee to be part of the team.   

Chipping and Defensible Space Program 

The Kirkwood Volunteer 
Fire Department provides 
roadside wood chipping to 
homeowners FREE OF 
CHARGE!  Take advantage 
of this great program to 
reduce surface fuels on 
your property.  The Chip-
ping Program will be done 
on a regular basis and will 
end when snow prohibits.  
Here’s what you need to 
know: 

• Stack cut brush and 
limbs up to 4 inches in 
diameter within 5 feet 
of the road edge, with 
cut ends facing to-
ward the road, no 
higher than 4 feet.  
Pile in windrows like firewood, not heaped like a beaver dam.  Keep materials free 
of mud, rocks, wire or other items.  Do not stack in the road, next to fire hydrants, 
culverts or in any way that will impede traffic on the road. 

• No building debris, natural material only.  Materials that cannot be chipped for 
any reason, including incorrectly stacked materials, will not be removed. 

• All chipped material will be returned to the homeowner’s property. 
If you have questions call the District office at (209)258-4444. 

Insurance Service Office 

(ISO) Inspection  

ISO Public Protection Classification 
(PPC) plays an important role in the 
underwriting process at insurance 
companies.  Most U.S. insurers, in-
cluding the largest ones, use PPC 
information as part of their decision 
making when deciding types and 
prices of coverage for personal and 
commercial property insurance.  The 
Kirkwood Volunteer Fire Department 
was recently inspected by the ISO to 
determine the current level of fire 
protection available to the Kirkwood 
community.  The inspection looked 
at all the areas of the fire depart-
ment response including fire alarm 
and communication systems, engine 
companies, training, vehicles, equip-
ment, and available water supply.   
 
Through a lot of hard work by the 
members of the fire department 
along with support from District staff 
we are very pleased to announce 
that the Kirkwood community will 
continue to maintain a Class 4 rating. 
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 News Around the Valley 

• Kirkwood Moun-
tain Resort’s Wild-
flower Walk & 
Wine is taking 
place on Saturday, 
August 11.  Experience a wine tasting 
night surrounded by wildflowers and 
enjoy a special dinner paired with 
wines provided by Amador County 
Wines.  For more information and to 
make reservations call 209-258-7277. 

• Kirkwood Mountain Resort’s last day 
of mountain bike park operations is 
Sunday, September 2nd.  

• Paving repairs to Kirkwood Meadows 
Drive were completed July 27. 

Labor Day Weekend Fun in Kirkwood  

Make plans to spend Labor Day weekend in Kirkwood to enjoy one or both of 
the longest running events in the community, both of which benefit the Kirk-
wood Volunteer Fire Department. The 38th Annual 5K/10K and Kids’ ½ Mile 
Fun Run is planned for the morning of Saturday, September 1st beginning at 9 
am in front of The Lodge.  This fun event has been taking place in Kirkwood 
each Labor Day weekend for 37 years.   Presented by the Kirkwood Volunteer 
Fire Department, the 10K trail adventure run follows a dirt  road 3 miles up the 
mountain to an elevation of 8,500 feet.  The 5K Trail Run loops the gorgeous 
meadow in the Corral beneath Thunder Saddle.  Register online now by visiting 
www.kmpud.com.  Race day registration takes place from 8:00 – 8:45 am at 
The Lodge. The Kids’ ½ Mile Fun Run kicks off at 9 a.m. with the 5K and 10K to 
follow.  
The Annual ‘Thin Air’ Chili Cook Off is planned for Saturday, September 1st 
from 12 - 4 pm on the Village Plaza.  Sponsored by the Kirkwood Community 
Association, this community event features the region’s top chili makers, brew-
eries and wineries, live music with the Wesley Orsolic Band and a Kid’s Zone 
with face painting, a bounce house, games and arts and crafts (for a $10 entry 
fee).  Space is available for a few more chili teams.  If you have a great chili rec-
ipe you would like to enter, visit http://www.thekca.org/ for an application.  
Chili, beer/wine tasting kits include a commemorative glass and cost $35 for 
adults over 21 years of age.  Chili tasting kits without beer and wine tasting are 
$20.  Come and vote for your favorite chili.  Cash prizes will be awarded for 
Best Chili, Crowd Favorite and Best Booth.  Purchase tickets on the Village Pla-
za on the day of the event.  Net proceeds will benefit the Kirkwood Volunteer 
Fire Department and the Kirkwood Rescue Avalanche Dog Foundation. 

New Operations Staff 

The District would like to intro-
duce the new member of our 
Operations staff.  Brandon 
Bruzzese joined us on July 23, 
2018 as the Water/Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Operator 2.  
Brandon was born and raised in 
South Lake Tahoe, CA.  He 
attended University of Califor-
nia Davis where he earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
Biological Sciences with an em-
phasis in Biochemistry.  He 
brings to the District 2 years of 
experience in an aerobic 
wastewater treatment system 

and seven years experience in analytical water testing.  In his spare time Bran-
don enjoys skiing, playing golf and walking with his dog Bonnie.  Please join us 
in welcoming Brandon to the District. 

Wastewater Collection  

Repairs & Remediation 

This fall, KMPUD crews will be making criti-
cal repairs to 12 sewer manholes in the 
Kirkwood meadow.  The wastewater sys-
tem can experience as much as 82% inflow 
and infiltration of ground and storm water 
intrusion into the collection system.  Once 
this water is introduced into the system, it 
must be processed at the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant, which can cost between 
$55,000 to $290,000 per year!  As a result, 
the Board budgeted $80,000 to address 
repair of these manholes, along with addi-
tional leak testing throughout the system. 

KMPUD crews will seal the interior walls of 
some of the most susceptible manholes; 
replace old frames and lids; encapsulate 
the new frames with concrete; grade the 
soil around the manholes for improved aes-
thetics; and will remediate and re-seed the 
meadow in areas of access and work. 

Please call (209)258-4444 with questions. 
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