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Rick Ansel

From: Linda Drakulich <

Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2026 7:04 PM

To: Doug Mitarotonda; ischroeder@kmpud.com; Bob Epstein; Peter Dornbrook; Chris
Tucher; Brandi Benson; Rick Ansel

Cc: Victor Drakulich

Subject: Waste Water Treatment Plant

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

[You don't often get email from i RESERNEIPNES. Lcarn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

Good morning. It has come to our attention that the Board of Directors will be addressing concerns re: exhaust fan noise
at the WWTP at the August meeting. We are writing to express our longstanding concern regarding this and other related
issues.

Congratulations on your “completed” renovation project and thank you for the valuable work that you all do to sustain
our Kirkwood experience. Sadly, we have all been concerned about the noise created by the old exhaust fans. This is
highly disturbing and negatively impacts the peaceful character of the wilderness that we all love.

We have been your across the meadow neighbors for the past 30 years. Despite our appreciation of KMPUD’s crucial
role, we would hope that, as a good neighbor, you would take measures to reduce the negative auditory and visual
impact of your operations. Our daily view is of green garbage receptacles flanking the meadow loop, a glaring silver/
white corregated roof, & peeling brown paint. Come nightfali, the WWTP is brightly illuminated until well past dawn,
destroying the magic of our beautiful starlit skies.

We implore you to take measures to remediate these issues. We all share a love for our beautiful meadow and must
work together to preserve its beauty.

Thank you.

Vic and Linda Drakulich

416 East Meadows Drive

Sent from my iPhone
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Rick Ansel

From: Tina Coleman <GS AENESyI >

Sent: Friday, July 31, 2026 11:41 AM

To: Doug Mitarotonda; schroeder@kmpud.com; Bob Epstein; Peter Dornbrook; Chris Tucher
Cc: Rick Ansel; Brandi Benson; John Schroeder

Subject: WWTP noise comment letter - August 7th 2pm

a You don't often get email from (RENERSTBNINERENNEE Lcarn why this is important
Dear KMPUD Board,

Thank you for your dedicated work on the KMPUD Board and the refurbishment of the WWTP. |
appreciate the challenges you and the KMPUD staff face in managing our valley's resources with
conflicting interests and limited funds at play.

| am writing to follow-up on previous discussions with Board members regarding the 24/7 industrial
whirring sound from the seven ventilation fans. While | appreciate the recent installation of the baffles, |
have not noticed a reduction in the noise level.

Living across from the WWTP, this industrial sound has become omnipresent, particularly so early or late
day, when the background noise of a "working" valley (winter ski resort or summer building/maintenance)
has ceased. The loud and constant fan noise degrades our valley and meadow for everyone's

enjoyment. One can't escape the industrial humming when out walking or skiing in meadow and, in my
case, even an open window or sitting outside. The sound is especially pervasive mid-meadow, directly in
front of and east of the plant. Due to the way sound travels, | have noticed thatitis not an issue if behind
the plant to the west or in the meadow and far enough away from plant towards 88.

| respectfully request that further remediation be considered to tower the noise level. Potential solutions
could include:

- Restricting the fans from running 24/7, particularly during early mornings and evenings

- Redirecting the sound or adding timers and sensors

- Upgrading to newer, quieter fans
| recently spoke with a Kirkwood resident who previously designed WWTPs and has ideas that might be
helpful. | am willing to assist with community outreach for fundraising, or other efforts to find a solution

that protects the Kirkwood meadow and valley.

l invite you to walk along behind the plant or the east side meadow trail after 6:00 PM or so to experience
the sound level firsthand.

Thank you very much for your time and consideration.
Best regards,
Tina Coleman
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fEEv e Eetieio)
284 East Meadows Drive

Kirkwood Meadows PUD is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Rick Ansel

From: Sandra Koch <l >
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2026 1:06 PM

To: Rick Ansel

Cc: Brandi Benson

Subject: Up coming board issue

[You don't often get email from dEEEENSNEIERY- Lcarn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification ]

We live at 302 East Meadows Drive directly across loop road.

There is a constant buzzing noise- we have finally figured out that’s it’s coming from the waste water treatment
plantsfans that are running continuously.

We’'re hoping you can take steps to contain that noise and return us to the peaceful sounds of the meadow!

Sandra Koch

Tim McFarren

Kirkwood Meadows PUD is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Rick Ansel

From: Matt Petri <Sumij S

Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2026 9:51 AM

To: Brandi Benson

Cc: Rick Ansel; jcampbell@kmpud.com

Subject: Re: Transformer TCSM2 Noise outside of Sun Meadows Two

You don't often get email from (RN - <210 why this is important
Thanks Brandi. Much appreciated!

Regards,
Matt

Matt Petri OLY
15 Highland Ct.
Larkspur, CA 94939

PSRRI
e EaTon
Board Member: USA Ski Jumping

www.usaskijumping.com
https://usaskijumping.com/donate/

On Jul 21, 2026, at 9:40 AM, Brandi Benson <bbenson@kmpud.com> wrote:

Hi Matt,

Thank you for reaching out. Staff will take a look at the transformer, and | will follow up with you
once they have a chance to do that.

Brandi Benson

Operations Manager

Kirkwood Meadows Public Utility District
209-258-4444 X107

www.kmpud.com
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From: Matt Petri < iy
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2026 9:17 PM

To: Rick Ansel <ransel@kmpud.com>; Brandi Benson <bbenson@kmpud.com>; jcampbell@kmpud.com
Subject: Transformer TCSM2 Noise outside of Sun Meadows Two

You don't often get email from gD Lcarn why this is important

Hi Rick, Brandi and Jon

My wife Nell and | have been property owners in the valley since 2001 and bought Unit 301
on the meadow-side of the Sun Meadows Two building less than a year ago. At quiet times
in the winter, and especially during warm weather when the windows are open, we can
hear a loud, constant humming coming from the transformer TCSM2 which is close to our
building (TCBC is also next to it). It is quite unpleasant, especially when we are sleeping.
The sound impacts all units on the meadow-side of our building (us in 301, plus 201, 101,
302, 202 and 102) and is even heard in the Meadow building of Base Camp (units 13 and
below). I’ve attached two photos and a video with sound from this spring.

We would appreciate it if a KMPUD staff member could investigate this issue and report
back whether 1) a repair or upgrade could be completed to eliminate the sound, 2) a sound
barrier could be added to effectively eliminate or significantly reduce the sound or 3)
whether replacement would necessary and if that is part of planned future system
upgrade/enhancement.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Regards,
Matt

Photos
Kirkwood Meadows PUD is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Video with sound (may have to play on an iPhone/iPad or Mac product)

Matt Petri OLY
15 Highland Ct.
Larkspur, CA 94939

Board Member: USA Ski Jumping
www.usaskijumping.com
https://usaskijumping.com/donate/
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Hi KMPUD Board and Staff,

First, thank you for all you do to keep our valley running smoothly. Our family really
appreciates the time you devote to improving life at Kirkwood.

| own a home at 216 East Meadows, and have concerns about the noise emanating from
the treatment plant across the meadow. For some reason it seems to have gotten louder
recently.

The meadow is such a special place, and has always been a serene retreat for us in winter
and summer. The treatment plant is right across from our balcony and this louder noise
has cut into that enjoyment.

If there are any additional measures you can take to dampen the sound (I know you tried
some baffles, | don’t think they had much of an effect) we would really appreciate it.

Thanks, as always, for your service to our community.

Sincerely,

Joey Buckingham and family
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8/4/286, 8:42 AM

Inbox - Tomas Leitenbauer - Outlook

& Outlook

Fwd: Industrial-level Noise Generated by KMPUD Fans

From
Date
To

Rick Ansel <ransel@kmpud.com>
Mon 8/3/2026 11:46 AM

Tomas Leitenbauer <TLeitenbauer@kmpud.com>

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From:_

Date: August 3, 2026 at 5:35:45 AM PDT

To: Doug Mitarotonda <DMitarotonda@kmpud.com>, John Schroeder
<JSchroeder@kmpud.com>, Bob Epstein <BEpstein@kmpud.com>, Peter Dornbrook
<PDornbrook@kmpud.com>, Chris Tucher <ctucher@kmpud.com>

Cc: Brandi Benson <bbenson@kmpud.com>, Rick Ansel <ransel@kmpud.com>
Subject: Industrial-level Noise Generated by KMPUD Fans

You don't often get email from- Learn why, this is important
Dear KMPUD Board of Directors,

We are writing as longtime Kirkwood Valley residents to express our growing
concern regarding the persistent industrial-level noise generated by the fans at the
KMPUD facility.

Our home is situated directly across the meadow from the KMPUD building. We
have lived in the valley for more than twenty-five years and during that time, we
have treasured the peaceful character of Kirkwood and living in a remote mountain
community. Unfortunately, the replacement fans installed at the KMPUD facility are
significantly louder and more intrusive than the previous units.

The sound is clearly audible throughout the day and has materially diminished our
enjoyment of our property. Friends and neighbors who visit us consistently comment
on the persistent level of noise and express surprise that such an industrial sound
exists in an otherwise quiet alpine setting. It is particularly disappointing that this
noise now defines the soundscape of a place that has always been valued for its
natural beauty and tranquility.

We recognize the importance of the KMPUD facilities and appreciate the essential
services they provide to our community. Our request is that the Board make
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8/4/26, 8:42 AM

Inbox - Tomas Leitenbauer - Outlook

addressing this issue a priority and actively pursue practical solutions to reduce the
impact of the fan noise on nearby residents.

Noise mitigation is a standard engineering consideration for municipal utility facilities
located near homes. Many utilities routinely evaluate measures such as:

e Consider replacing the fans with lower-noise models: The current units
appear to be standard wall-mounted centrifugal fans, and replacing them with
lower-RPM, belt-driven, or inline/ducted alternatives could significantly reduce
noise while maintaining airflow.

e Reduce fan operating speed (RPM): Where capacity allows, lowering the fan
speed is one of the most effective and lowest-cost ways to reduce noise, as
sound output increases nonlinearly with rotational speed.

« Install lined discharge plenums or ducts: Adding even a short section of
acoustically lined ductwork at the fan outlet can materially reduce sound
energy before it exits the system.

« Add absorption inside the recessed cavities: Lining the interior of the wall
recesses with weather-resistant acoustic material would reduce reflected
sound that is currently being projected outward.

+ Use lined directional baffles instead of simple redirection: Any airflow
redirection should incorporate internal acoustic absorption, as geometry alone
provides only limited noise reduction.

» Install a solid acoustic barrier: A properly designed barrier that blocks line-
of-sight between the fans and neighboring properties can provide meaningful
additional attenuation.

e Avoid reliance on thin sound blankets: Thin or low-mass coverings are
generally ineffective at reducing the low- and mid-frequency noise generated
by these fans.

» Optimize controls to reduce unnecessary runtime: Reviewing thermostat,
timer, and sensor settings can help eliminate unnecessary operating time while
maintaining required system performance.

In addition, we would request that the Board consider commissioning an
independent acoustical assessment of the facility. An objective sound study would
establish baseline noise levels at nearby residences, identify the primary sources of
the noise, and provide professional recommendations for practical and cost-effective
mitigation measures. We believe this would provide valuable information for both
KMPUD and the surrounding community and help guide an informed decision-
making process.

We are that reasonable efforts be made to either replace the current fans or reduce
the unnecessary noise they generate. We are confident there are practical solutions
that would allow KMPUD to continue providing essential services while being a
thoughtful neighbor to the valley residents.

We ask that the Board address this topic at the August 7 Board meeting to discuss

potential mitigation options, and communicate with nearby residents regarding the "

https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQKADMzZDczNTKOLWJINmUtNDJ]NCO5Njk2LWQOYmUSZWVKNDYwNQAQAHXf76t8349Ip6 YXGZqmFIi8%...  2/3



8/4/26, 8:42 AM Inbox - Tomas Leitenbauer - Outlook
next steps and anticipated timeline.

Sincerely,
Lisa Clarey-Lawler and Bruce Lawler

378 E. Meadows Drive
Kirkwood, CA 95646

Kirkwood Meadows PUD is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Kirkwood Meadows PUD is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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% NOTIFICATION AND RESPONSE

CALIFORNIA

Water Boards

LEVEL ISSUANCE

Contaminant: Manganese

Notification Level:

0.05 milligrams per liter (mg/L)
[Based on a running annual average (RAA)]*

0.20 milligrams per liter (mg/L)

Response Level: [Based on a single confirmed detection]**

Analytical Method: Standard Methods 3113 B or 3120 B

EPA Methods 200.7 or 200.8 or

Toxicological Endpoint: Neurotoxicity in rats

*Average concentration of four (4) consecutive quarterly samples.
**Following an initial detection a repeat sample is collected and analyzed, and the two
values are averaged to confirm the initial detection pursuant to Finding 24.

FINDINGS:

General Background on Notification and Response Levels and Specific Requirements

1.

Health and Safety Code sections 116455 and 116456 authorize the State Water
Resources Control Board (State Water Board) to issue or revise notification and
response levels for contaminants in drinking water delivered for human consumption
before primary maximum contaminant levels (MCLs) are adopted. Pursuant to
subdivision (k)(2) of section 116271 of the Health and Safety Code, the Deputy Director
of the Division of Drinking Water (DDW) is delegated through the State Water Board’s
authority to issue notification and response levels.

Health and Safety Code section 116455, subdivision (c)(3), defines notification levels as
the concentration level of a contaminant in drinking water delivered for human
consumption that has been determined, based on available scientific information, to not
pose a significant health risk but which warrants notification to the governing bodies.
Notification levels are nonregulatory, health-based advisory levels for contaminants that
are established as precautionary measures.

Response levels are established in conjunction with notification levels. Health and
Safety Code section 116455, subdivision (c)(4), defines response levels as the
concentration of a drinking water contaminant above which additional steps, beyond
notification to the governing bodies, are recommended to reduce public exposure. As
with notification levels, response levels are not drinking water standards.

The adoption or revision of notification levels and response levels does not trigger new
monitoring requirements for public water system for the contaminant. However, within
1


















































































FUND 10 =WATER

FUND 20 = WASTEWATER

FUND 40 = EMPLOYEE HOUSING
FUND 50= ELECTRIC

FUND 60 = CABLE

FUND 70 = SNOW REMOVAL
FUND 80 = PROPANE

FUND 90 = SOLID WASTE
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* Salaries & Wagesis below budget Y TD due to staffing changes and the unfilled AGM position.
* Payroll Taxes & Benefitsis above budget due to budget misalignment with employee pensions & benefits and accrued PTO balances.
* YTD Contract services is above budget due to higher than budgeted audit expenses (actual: $113,984; budget: $60,200) and consulting services.
* YTD Operating Expenses is below budget due to lower than expected internal utility usage and insurance expense.
(Property, Liability, Worker's Compensation, €tc.)
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* Salaries & Wages is below budget YTD due to staffing changes and the unfilled AGM position.
* Payroll Taxes & Benefits is above budget due to budget misalignment with employee pensions & benefits and accrued PTO balances.
* YTD Contract services is above budget due to higher than budgeted audit expenses (actual: $113,984; budget: $60,200) and consulting services. 
* YTD Operating Expenses is below budget due to lower than expected internal utility usage and insurance expense.
  (Property, Liability, Worker's Compensation, etc.)
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* YTD Contract Services is above budget due to professional fees related to the proposed Fire Assessment. Under budget expense in Operations & Maintenance offsets this variance.
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* YTD Contract Services is above budget due to professional fees related to the proposed Fire Assessment. Under budget expense in Operations & Maintenance offsets this variance.


* Salaries & Wages and Payroll Taxes & EE Benefits are above budget due to seasonal playground grooming & equipment installation work.
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* Salaries & Wages and Payroll Taxes & EE Benefits are above budget due to seasonal playground grooming & equipment installation work.
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* YTD Operating Revenues is above budget. The FY 2026 budget assumed revenue based on the previous water / wastewater rate study.

* YTD Salaries & Wages is above budget due to time spent on the rate study, the Loop Rd Project, and the Manganese waiver project.

* YTD Operations & Maintenance is above budget due to fire hydrant replacements ($52,000) and paving & supplies purchases related to the L oop Road water main break.
* YTD Contract Servicesis above budget due to rate study expenses and engineering services. The budget was not aligned with actual expenses.
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* YTD Operating Revenues is above budget. The FY 2026 budget assumed revenue based on the previous water / wastewater rate study.
* YTD Salaries & Wages is above budget due to time spent on the rate study, the Loop Rd Project, and the Manganese waiver project.
* YTD Operations & Maintenance is above budget due to fire hydrant replacements ($52,000) and paving & supplies purchases related to the Loop Road water main break.
* YTD Contract Services is above budget due to rate study expenses and engineering services. The budget was not aligned with actual expenses. 
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* YTD Operating Revenues is above budget. The FY 2026 budget assumed revenue based on the previous water / wastewater rate study.

* YTD Salaries & Wages and Payroll Taxes & EE Benefits are below budget due to staffing changes and retirements.

* YTD Total Operating Expenses is above budget, primarily due to rate study costs, increased expense for lab services, and budget misalignment with cost of chemicals.
* YTD Interest Expenseis an unbudgeted item related to WWTP rehabilitation project interim financing (CoBank).
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* YTD Operating Revenues is above budget. The FY 2026 budget assumed revenue based on the previous water / wastewater rate study.
* YTD Salaries & Wages and Payroll Taxes & EE Benefits are below budget due to staffing changes and retirements.
* YTD Total Operating Expenses is above budget, primarily due to rate study costs, increased expense for lab services, and budget misalignment with cost of chemicals.
* YTD Interest Expense is an unbudgeted item related to WWTP rehabilitation project interim financing (CoBank). 
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* YTD Operating Revenues is above budget due to higher than planned occupancy in employee housing and rental income from the M eadowstone Condo.
* All other variances are related to the purchase of the Meadowstone Condo and ongoing associated costs, which were not included in the FY 2026 budget.
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* YTD Operating Revenues is above budget due to higher than planned occupancy in employee housing and rental income from the Meadowstone Condo.
* All other variances are related to the purchase of the Meadowstone Condo and ongoing associated costs, which were not included in the FY 2026 budget.

AmandaGomez
Typewritten Text

AmandaGomez
Typewritten Text

AmandaGomez
Typewritten Text

AmandaGomez
Typewritten Text

AmandaGomez
Typewritten Text

AmandaGomez
Typewritten Text
*

AmandaGomez
Typewritten Text

AmandaGomez
Typewritten Text

AmandaGomez
Typewritten Text




AmandaGomez
Typewritten Text
*

AmandaGomez
Typewritten Text
*

AmandaGomez
Typewritten Text
*

AmandaGomez
Typewritten Text
*

AmandaGomez
Typewritten Text
*

AmandaGomez
Typewritten Text
*

AmandaGomez
Typewritten Text

AmandaGomez
Typewritten Text

AmandaGomez
Typewritten Text

AmandaGomez
Typewritten Text


* YTD Operating Revenue is below budget by $58,285 due to lower than expected utilization.

* YTD Salaries & Wagesis below budget due to a vacant position.

* YTD Operations & Maintenance expenses are above budget due to the Loop Road project. (Norburg: $95,650; CED: $35,341)
* YTD Investment Income includes repaid interfund loans as well as interest earned on Five Star Bank operating reserves.

* YTD Other Non-Operating Revenue is attributable to unbudgeted connection fees and CARB auction proceeds.

* YTD Interest Expense is below budget due to lower than expected actual RUS loan interest charges.
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* YTD Operating Revenue is below budget by $58,285 due to lower than expected utilization.
* YTD Salaries & Wages is below budget due to a vacant position.
* YTD Operations & Maintenance expenses are above budget due to the Loop Road project. (Norburg: $95,650; CED: $35,341)
* YTD Investment Income includes repaid interfund loans as well as interest earned on Five Star Bank operating reserves.
* YTD Other Non-Operating Revenue is attributable to unbudgeted connection fees and CARB auction proceeds.
* YTD Interest Expense is below budget due to lower than expected actual RUS loan interest charges. 
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* YTD Sdaries and Wages & Payroll Taxes and EE Benefits are lower than budget due to lower than anticipated snowfall - driving overall under budget Y TD operating expenses.
* YTD Interest Expense exceeds budget due to repayment of interfund loans.
* May Operations & Maintenance exceeds budget primarily due to equipment repair expenses.
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* YTD Salaries and Wages & Payroll Taxes and EE Benefits are lower than budget due to lower than anticipated snowfall - driving overall under budget YTD operating expenses. 
* YTD Interest Expense exceeds budget due to repayment of interfund loans. 
* May Operations & Maintenance exceeds budget primarily due to equipment repair expenses.
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* YTD Operating Revenue is below budget due to lower than anticipated utilization. Thisis offset by under budget YTD Cost of Goods Sold.
* Salaries and Wages & Payroll Taxes and EE Benefits are below budget due to a vacant position and budget misalignment.
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* YTD Operating Revenue is below budget due to lower than anticipated utilization. This is offset by under budget YTD Cost of Goods Sold. 
* Salaries and Wages & Payroll Taxes and EE Benefits are below budget due to a vacant position and budget misalignment.


* YTD Operating Revenues are above budget due Commercial sales/ income, which was not captured in the FY 2026 budget.
* YTD Contract Services exceeds budget by $41,299 due to increased waste removal costs passed along to KMPUD by Republic Waste.
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* YTD Operating Revenues are above budget due Commercial sales / income, which was not captured in the FY 2026 budget.
* YTD Contract Services exceeds budget by $41,299 due to increased waste removal costs passed along to KMPUD by Republic Waste.
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KVFD & Playground 501(c)(3)
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