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Commonly used electrical terms: 

Electric Power is expressed in watts (W). 1,000W equals 1 Kilowatt (kW). 1,000 kW equals 1 

Megawatt (MW). 

Electric Energy is power supplied over time, expressed in watt-hours (WHr). 1,000 WHr equals 1 

kWhr. 1,000 kWhr equals 1 MWH. 

The cost of electricity is usually expressed in cents per Kilowatt hours (c/kWhr). 

 

Acronyms Specific to Air Quality: 

Air Pollutants 

CO  – Carbon monoxide is a state and federally regulated air pollutant. 

NO2  – Nitrogen dioxide is a state and federally regulated air pollutant. 

NOx  – Oxides of nitrogen include gases that contain nitrogen and oxygen in varying amounts 

(nitrogen dioxide, nitrous oxide, nitric oxide) that contribute to ozone formation. 

O3  – Ozone is a state and federally regulated air pollutant. 

PM10  – Airborne particulate matter of 10 microns or less in diameter is a state and federally regulated 

air pollutant. 

PM2.5  – Airborne particulate matter of 2.5 microns or less in diameter is a state and federally regulated 

air pollutant. 

ROG  – Reactive Organic Gases are a category of air pollutants designated by California that 

contribute to ozone formation. 

SO2  – Sulfur dioxide is a state and federally regulated air pollutant. 

VOC  – Volatile Organic Compounds are a category of air pollutants designated federally that 

contribute to ozone formation. 

 

Greenhouse Gases 

GHG  – Greenhouse gases are gases that trap heat in the atmosphere, as designated federally and by 

California. 

CO2  – Carbon dioxide is greenhouse gas produced naturally and by human activity. 

CH4  – Methane is a greenhouse gas generated by human activity. 

N2O  – Nitrous oxide is a greenhouse gas generated by human activity. 

CO2e  – Carbon dioxide equivalent is used to represent the atmospheric warming capacity for 

mixtures of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases. 

 

 


